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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

¥¥¥ 

[The Editor is not responsible for opinion* expressed in (hit Department.] 

STERILIZING OF UTENSILS— A REPLY FROM ITALY 

Dear Editor: In the November number of the Journal, T. M. M. asks 
to be told of a quick method of sterilizing enamelled utensils. 

I am doing pioneer work in this Italian hospital and hardly dare to make 
a suggestion of any kind, but surely the Italian system of sterilizing such uten- 
sils by burning spirits of wine in them is better than using bichloride of mercury, 
which corrodes. 

We move the burning alcohol about so as to reach every part of the utensil 
just before using, and it does not damage the articles in the least. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gbace Baxter, R.N. 
January 19, 1910. Opesdale Gesu e Marie, Naples, Italy. 

SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY APPRECIATED 

Dear Editor: It is a pleasure and a privilege to thank, through the 
Journal, the members of the Graduate Nurses' Association of Virginia for the 
courtesy extended to a stranger in Richmond, and a guest at Hotel Murphy, 
while their tenth annual convention was being held there. 

The meetings and the reception given by the St. Luke's Alumnae at their 
beautiful nurses' home will long be remembered. I regret having left before 
the reception given by the Virginia Alumnte. The thought comes to me, should 
these hospitable nurses visit Maine, would we be able to entertain them as 
royally, having no graduate nurses' association and no state registration? 
Shame upon us! Misa Gerry, 

Trull Hospital, 1907, Biddeford, Me. 

AN APPRECIATION 

Dear Editor: Just a word in regard to the Journal. I simply could not 
do without it, it -is fine, and I feel that every nurse who does not take it makes 
a great mistake, for she will be a better nurse if she reads this valuable magazine 
each month. It is an inspiration to higher ideals in nursing, as well as a 
valuable aid in the real practical work. E. L. B. 

APPRECIATION OF THE PRIVATE DUTY NURSE 

Dear Editor: May I express through the Journal my great appreciation 
of Miss DeWitt's article in the February number on the private duty nurse. 
I remember hearing a speaker at a mass meeting of nurses in New York City 
classify private duty as the lowest grade of nursing work. 

I have benefited many times by the helping hand of the good Samaritan 
of Miss DeWitt's article, the private duty nurse, and as I watch them, coming 
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and going " on their faithful way," I am more and more convinced that it is 
among the Tanks of the private duty nurses that we find the greatest measure 
of the qualifications of the highest type of nurse — " courage and endurance, 
womanly dignity, tenderness, and professional skill." B. VanH. S. 

BY WAY OF CONTRAST 

Deab Editob: I have always enjoyed your magazine, but we are getting 
too much sliding scale and too much on ideals. No human being could possibly 
meet the standard, so we will all take for granted we are not good nurses. 
We are all human and living on earth, not above. A Subscribes. 

PUBLIC APPEABANCE OF NURSES IN UNIFORM 

Dear Editob: I have read with much interest your editorial in the February 
number on the subject of the nurse's uniform, especially the reference to the 
sale of Red Cross Christmas stamps by nurses in uniform, and the demand for 
nurses in uniform at public meetings. 

In October, 1908, when the Christmas stamp campaign was being planned 
in New York City, I had some correspondence on that subject with Mr. 
Hurd, at that time state field agent of the New York State Branch. In a letter 
dated October 13, 1908, which I received from Mr. Hurd, he said: " I 
note your protest against the suggestion to garb Christmas stamp saleswomen 
in Red Cross nurses' uniform. It did not occur to me that there was anything 
offensive in the proposal. The suggestion comes from the Delaware Branch and 
I am forwarding a copy of your words both to Miss Bissell of Wilmington, and 
to the National Headquarters, in order that they may be given due weight. . . . 
I do agree with you that whatever the merits of the case, the nurses' feelings 
should be respected. The matter will be given thorough consideration." 

I think this letter proves that the nurses themselves are responsible for the 
publicity which has been given the uniform. 

Furthermore, I recall that in April, 1909, when the Red Cross Nurses' 
Conference was being planned in New York City, the State Committee on Red 
Cross Nursing Service sent a communication to all the superintendents of train- 
ing schools for nurses in New York City and Brooklyn, inviting them to send 
pupil nurses in school uniform to act as ushers. The number of schools repre- 
sented in uniform at the Waldorf Astoria on that occasion would lead one to 
suppose that the superintendents of training schools did not disapprove of this 
custom. On the other hand, I remember that the question of requiring the 
enrolled nurses to appear in uniform was dropped by the committee as it was 
thought probable that if such a ruling was enforced the enrolled nurses would 
not attend the meeting. I think this demonstrated the willingness of the Red 
Cross to respect the nurses' feelings in the matter. 

Yours truly, 

Beatbice Stevenson. 

HOTEL LIFE OF NURSES 

Dear Editor: If a doctor were staying at a hotel with his patient, would 
any one ever expect him to eat his meals with the hotel employees and the 
maids of the hotel guests? 



